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deviation from our views as to the future. It was
her hope that one of us would feel as she did, but
she cheerfully resigned the hope, as son after son
turned the other way. A boy who was born three
years before me, and whose death occurred before
my birth, was, perhaps, in her mind, the fulfillment of
her dedication, for he was, according to the accounts
of friends of the family, a child of extraordinary
intelligence, and she felt that God had taken him
from her. In one of those moments of confidence,
in the years when I had become a counselor to her,
I remember her telling me of this boy (known in the
family as " little William/' to distinguish him from
me), and the sufferings she endured through her
doubts, lest he should have lived long enough to
sin, and had not repented, for, though her dreary
creed taught that the rigors of eternal damnation
rested on every one who had not repented of each
individual sin, and that adult baptism was the only
assurance of redemption, it did not teach, nor did
she believe, that the innocence of childhood required
the certificate of the church. All the rest of her
children had professed religion and received baptism
according to the rites of the Baptist Church, but
little William left in the mother's heart the sting of
uncertainty. Had he lived long enough to trans-
gress the Law and not repented ? was to her an ever-
present question of terrible import. Years rolled by
without weakening this torture of apprehension that
this little lamb of all her flock might be expiating
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any measure of,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